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our best days are still ahead if we vote on
November 5th to build a bridge to the 21st
century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. at Station
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Vin-
cent A. Cianci, Jr., of Providence; former Gov.
Bruce Sundlun; Dawn Fayerwether, student,
Community College of Rhode Island; Senator
Claiborne Pell’s wife, Nuala; and senatorial can-
didate Jack Reed.

Remarks in Fall River, Massachusetts
September 28, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. Thank you.

Hello, Fall River! Mr. Mayor, thank you for
making me feel so welcome. Senator Ken-
nedy pointed out I have been all over the
world. This is my first trip here. If I had know
what I was missing, I’d have been here soon-
er, I can tell you that. Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Are there any Portuguese-Americans
here? [Applause] Obrigado [Thank you], Fall
River. I’m glad to be here. I’m delighted to
be here with all of you. I thank Joan Menard
for starting us off and for the good work she
has done. I want to thank Jim McGovern for
presenting himself as a candidate for Con-
gress, and I hope you’ll make him a Con-
gressman. He’d be a good one. I want to
thank my good friend Congressman Barney
Frank who’s here, who used to represent you
in the legislature. Thank you, Barney. And
I want to thank his sister, Ann Lewis, who
is the spokesperson for my Presidential cam-
paign. You may have seen her on television
taking up for me. She’s going to wind up get-
ting her name recognition up as high as her
brother’s, and that’s a pretty good thing. And
I want to thank their proud mother, Elsie
Frank, who is here somewhere today. I saw
her. Thank you, dear. I am delighted to be
here with all of you. But I want to say a spe-
cial word of thanks, as an old musician, to
Our Lady of Light Band and the Mike Moran
Band. Thank you both for providing the
music for us.

Thank you, Senator Ted Kennedy. And
Vicki, thank you for being here. You know,
I wish I had as much energy as Ted Kennedy
does. I just left Providence, where I was with
Congressman Patrick Kennedy, and he was
the bounciest person on that stage. Ladies
and gentlemen, you cannot imagine the phe-
nomenal impact that Ted Kennedy had on
this Congress. After they passed their radical
budget and I vetoed it and you made clear—
you and people like you all across America,
in all 50 States, Democrats, Republicans, and
independents, too—that you basically agreed
with me and us and not them, it was just
amazing what Ted Kennedy was able to do
in this Congress.

The Kennedy-Kassebaum health care re-
form bill will make 25 million Americans eli-
gible to keep their health insurance when
they change jobs and say they can’t lose it
if somebody in their family gets sick—25 mil-
lion. And this Congress, which just a year
ago was out there trying to raise income taxes
on the lowest income working American fam-
ilies, trying to lower the income of the work-
ing people with the lowest incomes in the
country—thanks to the leadership of Ted
Kennedy, on October 1st, which I think is
Tuesday, 10 million Americans will get a pay
raise when their minimum wage goes up.
Thank you, Senator, thank you.

And I might add that bill will also make
it easier for people in small businesses to take
out retirement plans and for employees in
small businesses to keep those retirement
plans when they move from business to busi-
ness. So it’s good for workers and good for
business. It also has a $5,000 tax credit for
families who adopt children who need a
home, and I hope more of them will get a
home now. Thank you for that bill. It’s a good
bill for America.

I’m delighted to be here with my friend
Senator John Kerry and with Teresa. And I
want to tell you, folks, I know that John Kerry
has a vigorous and spirited race. But every
one of you here in Fall River knows what’s
really at stake. We’re going through a period
of great change in this country in how we
work, how we live, how we relate to the rest
of the world, what it will take for us to see
that every American lives up to the fullest
of his or her God-given potential.
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When I put forward my economic plan in
1993, the other side said it would cause a
recession and increase unemployment and
increase the deficit. Well, now we know.
We’ve got 101⁄2 million jobs, and the deficit
has gone down 4 years in a row for the first
time since before the Civil War. John Kerry
was right. He’s on the right side of history.

When we tried to get past 6 years of talking
tough on crime but nothing happening—
rhetoric and rhetoric and rhetoric and no ac-
tion—to put 100,000 police on the street, to
ban deadly assault weapons, to pass the
Brady bill, the other side, they led the fight
against it. But John Kerry helped us pass the
toughest, smartest, best crime bill this coun-
try has seen in many a day, and the crime
rate has gone down for 4 years in a row. John
Kerry was on the right side of history, and
Massachusetts should stay with him.

And when we were expanding Head Start
and passing that school-to-work program
Senator Kennedy talked about to help young
people who don’t go to 4-year colleges get
good training and good jobs, when we im-
proved the college loan program by cutting
the cost and improving the repayment terms,
when we did these things, the other guys,
they tried to stop us. But John Kerry helped
us pass it. He’s on the right side of history.
And he’s on the right side of history in mak-
ing college available to all Americans. We’ll
do it if you give us 4 more years and if you
give us John Kerry back to the United States
Senate.

And finally, let me thank Sheila Levesque.
Could every one of you get up here and do
what she did?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. A single mom, a nurse,

worked all night long on her shift, hadn’t had
any sleep—I said, ‘‘Sheila, did you get any
sleep last night?’’ She said, maybe an hour
or two since she got off work—stood up here
in front of this vast crowd and told you the
story of her life. The reason we wanted her
to do that is that this election is not about
the politicians on this stage. This election is
about whether the decisions we make con-
nect and improve and advance the lives and
the values of people like Sheila Levesque all
over this country. That’s what this election
is about. That’s what it’s about.

When I was in Providence, I was intro-
duced by a woman who got a Pell grant to
go back to the community college to try to
do right by her family. And there was another
young woman there in Providence that I fea-
tured in my book and that spoke at the
Democratic Convention, a Puerto Rican im-
migrant girl, a high school dropout, worked
several jobs, joined AmeriCorps, our national
service program, and then got herself—after
dropping out of high school and becoming
a leader in AmeriCorps—got herself into
Brown University, where she just started her
second year. That’s what this is all about,
helping people to make the most of their own
lives.

Yesterday I was in the great State of Texas.
And people tell me, ‘‘Well, that’s a Repub-
lican State; what did you go down there for?’’
I’ll tell you why I went. There were 13,000
people in the small town of Longview, Texas,
at about 8:30 yesterday morning. And after
I spoke, as is my custom, I went out into
the crowd and I started shaking hands. I met
the following three people in 5 minutes. I
met a 34-year-old single mother with two
kids who joined AmeriCorps and had gotten
herself some money helping the local com-
munity and was going back to the junior col-
lege there. Then I met a woman who said,
‘‘Mr. President, if it hadn’t been for the Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Act, I don’t know what
I would have done. My husband had cancer,
but I got to take some time off and be with
him when he was so desperately ill without
losing my job and wrecking our family.’’

You know, the other side, their leaders
fought against the family and medical leave
law. But John Kerry and Barney Frank and
Ted Kennedy, they were on the right side
of history, helping people succeed at home
and at work. It was the right thing to do.

And then I met a man who had a camou-
flage jacket on, obviously a veteran. He was
a Vietnam veteran standing there with his
wife. His little daughter was in a wheelchair.
She’d had 12 operations because her father
served our country in Vietnam, was exposed
to Agent Orange, and like far too many chil-
dren of veterans, his child got spina bifida.
But finally last week in a bill that I signed,
we finally at long last gave help in the form
of disability payments and extra medical sup-
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port to the children of Vietnam veterans born
with spina bifida—who were exposed—and
it’s high time. That’s what this election is all
about. That’s what this is all about.

My fellow Americans, you were very good
to me in 1992, but you took me on faith and
the word of others. When I said to you that
we could create an America in the 21st cen-
tury with opportunity for everyone respon-
sible enough to work for it, where we were
coming together and respecting our diversity
instead of being torn apart by it, where we
were still leading the world toward peace and
freedom and prosperity, you took me on
faith. But after 4 years of working for oppor-
tunity, responsibility, and a stronger commu-
nity, you don’t have to do that anymore. The
evidence is in, and now we know. Now we
know.

With 101⁄2 million more jobs, a record
number of new small businesses, and the
census report last week telling us—I almost
wept when I read it. Who ever heard of cry-
ing over a dry Government report? But every
year they tell us how we did the year before.
So the census report for 1995 said, compared
to the year before, that typical American fam-
ilies had $900 more after inflation; that we
had the biggest drop in childhood poverty
in 20 years; the biggest drop in poverty in
female households in 30 years, female-head-
ed households; the biggest drop in the num-
ber of people living in poverty in 27 years;
and the biggest drop in the inequality of
working families in 27 years. We are on the
right track to the 21st century, and we need
to keep going. We need to keep going.

We have more to do. We have more to
do to build that bridge to the 21st century.
Yes, we made a lot of progress these last 3
months because you made your voices heard.
But you have to say again on election day,
what is the direction of this country? And
in all candor, friends, I’m tired of the mean-
ness and the personal attacks that have domi-
nated our politics for too long. There are
honest differences between us. We can share
them with respect.

And the ideas here at issue that will deter-
mine whether we’re on the right side of the
future are the following: Do you believe that
we have to build a bridge to the 21st century
big enough for all of us to go across, or can

we try to reach back and build a bridge to
the past? You know we have to build a bridge
to the future.

Do you believe, as my opponent said in
all honesty in his speech to the Republican
Convention—he was being absolutely honest
and candid, and he said, frankly, he did not
agree with the First Lady that it took a vil-
lage; he thought families and individuals
would be better off being left alone, that they
could do better on their own. You know
something? I think Hillary was right. I think
it does take a village to raise our children
and build our communities and build our fu-
ture.

But you have to decide. You have to de-
cide. I’m glad that a little of my—a precious
little of my income as a tax-paying citizen
went to help to give Sheila Levesque a
chance to be a better mother, a more produc-
tive citizen, and build a better future. And
you know what? I think I’m better off be-
cause of that, and I think you are, too.

For every young person in this audience,
I believe it is a good thing for us to enact
the educational program for the 21st century
that Senator Kerry outlined. Why shouldn’t
we say we’re going to make 2 years of com-
munity college education as universal as a
high school diploma is in the next 4 years?
We need to do it. Why shouldn’t we do it?
Let people take the money off their taxes
for the cost of a typical tuition. Why shouldn’t
we give people a $10,000 tax deduction for
the cost of tuition after high school, any kind
of college tuition, people of any age? Why
shouldn’t we do it? We can pay for it. I’m
for that.

And I’m for balancing the budget, too, be-
cause that will lower your interest rates on
your student loans, your car payments, your
house payments, on your credit card pay-
ments. It will lower your interest rates. It will
keep interest rates down for business loans
so that we can keep creating new jobs and
build on the economic record of the last 4
years. But I am not for doing it and using
that as an excuse to wreck Medicaid, which
has given our commitment, our solemn com-
mitment of health care to poor children, to
the elderly in nursing homes, most of them
themselves the parents of middle class fami-
lies. I don’t want to see us walk away from

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:21 Nov 07, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P40OC4.001 p40se4



1925Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 28

middle class working families who because
of Medicaid have had family members with
disabilities who could live in dignity without
driving their families into poverty. We don’t
have to do that to balance the budget, and
I won’t do it.

We don’t have to cut back on education
or environmental protection. And we have
to continue investing in research and tech-
nology. Yesterday, folks, I was in Houston,
and I welcomed home that magnificent astro-
naut Shannon Lucid when she came home
after 6 months. A lot of you saw her come
home. When she was a little girl, she told
an adult she wanted to be a rocket scientist
when she grew up. And she was told, there
is no such thing, and if there were it wouldn’t
be a girl. [Laughter] Well, guess what? There
are a lot of them now, and a lot of them
are women. And the young girls of America
and the young women liked seeing Shannon
Lucid up there.

What is the point of that? President Ken-
nedy believed we could go into space and
make a success of the space program, and
he fought for it. I’m glad he did. I’m glad
he supported it. I’m glad I have supported
it. And I’m glad we’ve still got it. And I think
those who thought it shouldn’t be done were
wrong. We have to continue to invest in re-
search to build a better future. I want the
young people here to be able to do those
jobs of the future. We are today building a
supercomputer with IBM that will do more
calculations in one second than you can do
on a hand-held calculator in 30,000 years.
And we have to do that.

We are today seeing experiments with lab-
oratory animals whose spines who have been
severed, who have movement in their lower
limbs again because of nerve transplants. We
have doubled the life expectancy of people
with HIV and AIDS in only 4 years. We have
to keep going and investing, and we’re better
off when we do that, building a better future,
being on the right side of history, building
that bridge.

So here’s what I want to know from you.
For 38 days, for 38 days, will you help us
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Ap-
plause] Will you talk to your friends and your
neighbors, your coworkers, people in Massa-
chusetts and your friends beyond in other

States and say, we have got to keep building
that bridge to the 21st century, and we’ve
got to go across it together? We cannot be
divided by race, by gender, by religion, by
ethnic group. We are a great, great country,
and our best days are still ahead if we are
committed to going across that bridge to-
gether. Will you do it?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Then we’ll prevail. Thank

you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:04 p.m. at Ken-
nedy Park. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Edward Lambart, Jr., of Fall River; State Rep-
resentative Joan Menard; Senator Edward Ken-
nedy’s wife, Vicki; Senator John Kerry’s wife, Te-
resa Heinz; and Sheila Levesque, who introduced
the President.

Executive Order 13019—Supporting
Families: Collecting Delinquent
Child Support Obligations
September 28, 1996

The Debt Collection Improvement Act of
1996, Public Law 104–134 (110 Stat. 1321–
358 et seq.), was enacted into law on April
26, 1996, as part of the Omnibus Consoli-
dated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of
1996. While the primary purpose of the Debt
Collection Improvement Act is to increase
the collection of nontax debts owed to the
Federal Government, the Act also contains
important provisions that can be used to as-
sist families in collecting past-due child sup-
port obligations.

The failure of some parents to meet their
child support obligations threatens the
health, education, and well-being of their
children. Compounding this problem, States
have experienced difficulties enforcing child
support obligations once a parent has moved
to another State. With this Executive order,
my Administration takes additional steps to
support our children and strengthen Amer-
ican families by facilitating the collection of
delinquent child support obligations from
persons who may be entitled or eligible to
receive certain Federal payments or Federal
assistance.

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws
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